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PREFACE

COPY of Lady Durham’s Canadian Journal was ob-
tained last year from the Archives Department,
Ottawa, through the kindness of Dr. Doughty,
C.M.G., Archivist. It had been originally kept day by day,
but evidently revised in later years by L.ady Durham herself.
The portion now to be added to our series of Historical Docu-
ments covers only part of the year 1838, at the time Lord
Durham was Governor-General of Canada, including the
sea journeys to and from Quebec. Few references will be
found in it to matters of great importance, no startling reve-
lations nor indications of public policy. It is a simple nar-
rative of daily occurrences, of incidents of travel, of impres-
sions  of men and things, of solicitude for the health and
comfort of her distinguished husband, whom she wor-
shipped, and whose constitution was even then undermined
by the disease which led to his death in July, 1840. The
Journal is of a very private nature and never intended for
the public eye ; hence its additional interest. A few refer-
ences to the then disturbed condition of the Upper and
Lower Provinces occasionally crop up.

Lady Durham—DT.ouise Elizabeth Grey—was the daughter
of the second Earl Grey, Prime Minister of England, 1830-
* 38, sister of the third Earl Grey, and aunt of the fourth Earl
Grey, Governor-General of Canada, 1903-1911. She mar-
ried John George Lambton, M.P., December 9th, 1816. Mr.
Lambton, born in 1792, first entered Parliament as member
for Durham. He was a whig; he soon gained prominence
and his public services were rewarded by a peerage in 1828,
when he was transferred to the House of Lords as Baron












R N Lady Durham’_s Journal, Canada «

The proposal of going out to Canada, as Gov-
ernor-General, was first made to L—— (1) in the
summer of 1837—he then refused, but news of the
Insurrection having been received towards the end
of the year the application was renewed, & he was
induced after great difficulty & much solicitation to
give in his consent which he did Jany 16th 1338—
& it was agreed that he should sail for Quebec at
the end of the Spring when the Navigation of the
St Lawrence would be open—We then passed
above 3 months in Liondon occupied with the pre-
parations for our departure—The doubts & fears
belonging to the Undertaking, & the regrets at
again leaving home, (having so recently returned
from Russia) seemed continually to increase in this
long interval of expectation, & the parting from
those we left in England was most painful.

Monday April 23d. We left Cleveland Row-—My
Sisters Caroline & Georgiana came to see us once
again in the morning before we started. On
stopping in the middle of the day for the children’s
dinner, we found Alice unwell, & when she ar-
rived at Portsmouth, she was put to bed with a
smart attack of Fever—We had rooms at the
George Inn, where were assembled most of the
party who were to embark with us, but we did not
see them till next day—My brother Frederick, Mr
Ponsonby, Mr Ellice & Admiral Fleming had come
down to see us off, & dined with us—The weather
in the evening was unfavorable, & there seemed
little prospect of our being able to sail next morn-

ing.

(1) Lambton.

(7)
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but afterwards met with contrary winds & had a
tedious passage. He was wearied with it, being
impatient to arrive, but in health he was tolerably
well.

Our party consisted of 22, exclusive of the Offi-
cers belonging to the Ship—on the first day while
we were still under shelter of the land we all met at
dinner, but the night was rough, & next day many
were disabled & missing—I, & the children
were not seasick, but I suffered a good deal at first,
& Mrs Ellice & her Sister were much worse—in
time we got better & appeared again at the large
dinner in the great cabin, when the weather was
tolerably smooth. The arrangements for our ac-
comodation were as comfortable as it was possible
to make them—the After Cabin was divided into
two sitting-rooms, one for the Captain & Gentle-
men of the Suite, the other for ourselves—in both
were Fire places & ours we constantly kept used—
we had comfortable furniture—Sofa, Arm chairs
&c, & a Harp & Piano Forte which were played on
a good deal when the weather permitted—Mrs
Ellice too, often sang—no one came into this cabin
without invitation, excepting her & her sister—but
when the weather was tolerably fine we stayed
most of the morning on deck—the girls walked a
great deal & Mary often drew—it was very cold
sometimes but this they did not mind—He also,
was out a great deal, though part of the day he was
usually employed on business in his cabin—he had
a separate writing cabin below, but remained chief--
ly upstairs on account of the cold.

On Thursday 3d May a whale was seen spouting
in the wake of the Ship.

Friday 4th. The weather was very fine, & we re-
mained on deck till near 7 o’clock—but in the even-
ing the wind began to blow hard from S.W. & in
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the course of the night increased to a heavy gale
which continued till the Afternoon of the next day
—We had dreadful confusion in the cabins, the
furniture breaking loose in all directions—George
was nearly knocked out of his Cot & was carried out
from amidst the fragments of his dressing things &
the water which had washed in at the Port—The
maids were also in great trouble, the sca broke in
upon them & one of them was washed out of her
bed. He went upon deck in the night, & remained
there a great deal during the continuance of the
Storm—at one time the Quarter Deck guns were
rolling under water—the Ship was made snug with
close-reefed topsails & storm jib & staysail—To-
wards the afternoon the wind became more moder-
ate & by degrees, then & the next day, things were
put in order again. He did every thing that was
possible for our comfort when the ship was rolling
so heavily that it was scarcely possible to stand—I
remained for some time in his writing cabin with
Alice on my lap.

Wednesday 9th was a fine day but there was a
dead calm in the afternoon—a boat was lowered, &
He & the children were rowed round the Ship—the
moon at night was beautiful. —The next three days
we had warm weather, but with a good deal of rain ~
—on Sunday 13th there was a very sudden change
to great cold, a difference of nearly 20 Degrees hav-
ing taken place in the Thermometer in the course
of one night. We were now on the Banks of New-
foundland & remained near them for some days,
with changeable winds & very disagreeable weather
—on Monday 14th when we were on the Great
Bank we lay to, for fishing—several fine Cod were
taken, & more were hooked, but lost by the impa-
tience of those who pulled the lines to raise them
up—the sea was very clear, & it was a curious sight
to see these immense creatures dragged up the side
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of the Ship—we met with some fishing boats. The
weather continued very cold all the time we were
near the banks, & we had a great deal of drizzling
fog & contrary wind.

Thursday 17th In the Evg. Mr Turton, Mr Bul-
ler &c with His assistance got up a trial scene in the
dining cabin—I do not remember the particulars of
it, but we all laughed a great deal-—no one could
promote a little fun like him—he entered into it &
laughed so heartily !

Saty 19th. The deck & rigging were covered with
ice in the morng—it was supposed we were near
Icebergs altho’ we saw none—the day was fine but
bitterly cold.

Sunday 20th. About 4 in the afternoon we came
in sight of Cape Scatari.

Tuesday 22d. In the Afternoon we were near An-
ticosti.

Wedy 23d. A Pilot came on board (a French
Canadian) & we received Newspapers from Quebec,
in which we found among other things that the
House of Assembly had been taken for us by Col.
Couper—we also met a homeward bound Ship by
which we sent letters.

Thursday 24th. A fine day but little wind—in
celebration of the Queen’s Birthday, there was a
parade & salute at 12 o’clock—He gave a dinner in
the Gun-room to the Officers of the Ship & the
Suite—the children also were present—there were
toasts & speeches after dinner—the company all ap-
pearing highly pleased & in great spirits—He knew
well how to carry off this sort of thing, & Capt
TLocke with all his shyness seemed as happy as the
rest—in the evg the Officers got up a Ball on the
Quarter Deck which was prettily arranged with
Flags, & the dancing was very gay.
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Saturday 26th. We had now entered the St. Law-
rence, but were obliged to lay to for some time in
the morning on account of a thick fog—& altho’ we
were able to proceed afterwards, the weather was
rough & disagreeable & continued all day so hazy
that little could be seen—We passed the Edin-
burgh, 74, at anchor near the Brandy Pots, waiting
for a fair wind to continue her voyage home—
about 8 o’clock in the Evg we anchored 36 miles
from Quebec.

This evening were represented some Theatricals
which had been in preparation during a great part
of the voyage, altho’ from the want of smooth wea-
ther there had hitherto been no opportunity of per-
forming them—this last night, however, it was de-
termined they should take place, & as soon as every
thing was in readiness (which was not, till 10
o’clock) we were called to witness the performance
of the Critic & Tom Thumb by the Gentlemen &
Officers of the Ship—Mr Buller, Mr Turton, & Mr
Bouvine acted very well, & we laughed very much
—it was one in the morng. before all was con-
cluded.

Sunday 27th. We weighed anchor at 4 in the
morng & were early on deck to behold the banks of
the St Lawrence—the size of the River is magnifi-
cent but we perceived at first no very striking fea-
ture in the banks—as we advanced however the
outline of the hills on the right became more bold,
& on approaching Quebec it is very fine—we were
also struck with a look of bareness in the country,
& the appearance of the wood in which fir trees
alone caught our view seemed meagre & poor—this
however was not the case later in the year, when
the forest trees were in leaf & diversified the formal-
ity of the others—at this time there was scarcely
any commencement of vegetation, & remains of
snow were to be seen in many places along the
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banks—the weather was fine tho’ cold, & the wind
fair, & we advanced rapidly—passing the Island of
Orleans, and the falls of Montmorenci, till at last
we came in sight of Quebec, where we anchored
about one o’clock—below the citadel near the Ships
of War which had already arrived & which added
greatly to the beauty of the scene—If we had been
inclined to feel disappointment on the first part of
our passage up the St L.awrence, our expectations
were now fulfilled to the utmost—The situation of
the town is magnificent—the rock on which it is
built advances upon the river, which on on= side
forms a large basin into which runs the River St
Charles, while on the other, looking up the stream
as it approaches from Montreal, the scenery is love-
ly & beautiful to the greatest degree—the banks
which on the right are very steep, are clothed with
wood & scattered with Villas—below, a succession
of coves for many miles are filled with rafts of tim-
ber, & enlivened by the Shipping employed in re-

‘ceiving their cargoes.

There is a succession of small villages & single
houses along the banks of the St Lawrence begin-
ning far below Quebec & continuing with little in-
terruption to Montreal & again above, giving the
appearance of a long line of street—around Quebec
the country is dotted with white houses which look
like a vast collection of tents—near the churches, of
which there are a great number, there is always
one, & sometimes two small houses—in these, are
deposited the bodies of those who die in the winter
& who are not buried in the Church Yards until the
breaking up of the frost.

Tuesday 29th. He made his public entry accom-
panied by Sir John Colborne who, with his Staff,
received him at the Wharf—they proceeded on
horseback (all in Uniform) to the old Chateau, &,
as we followed in an open carriage, up the steep
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streets of the town, crowds of people lining the
way on each side, the effect of the procession was
very striking—At the Chateau He took the Oaths,
& afterwards returned to the Hastings, which we
did not finally leave till next day—His reception
was considered most favorable, by all who were ac-
quainted with the Colony—to those accustomed to
public demonstrations in England the cheering
might have seemed faint, but there was great ap-
pearance of respect.

We remained the month of June at Quebec, be-
ing lodged after the first fortnight in the House of
Assembly, which had been hastily fitted up for our
reception—during this time, he was generally well
in health, & in good spirits, pleased with the pros-
pect of success which seemed to attend his enter-
prise—The general expectation which had awaited
his arrival, the hopes which it inspired of more de-
cided & efficient measures for the settlement of the
Country, & the favorable impression which he pro-
duced personally upon all who approached him,
seemed to justify these anticipations—His com-
munications with Sir John Colborne were of the
most friendly nature, & during the whole time of
his stay, the utmost cordiality prevailed between
them, indeed nothing could exceed the frankness &
consideration for the feelings of others, which in-
variably marked his conduct at all times in his be-
haviour towards those.with whom he was connected
in the public service—From the moment of his ar-
rival he devoted himself unremittingly to business,
& the morning hours were so completely occupied
that he could scarcely ever find leisure for the air &
exercise, which were so necessary to his health—
when he could, he drove or went out with me & the
children in the afternoon, but he was constantly in-
terrupted—we were all very anxious he should
make it a rule never to see any one after a certain
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hour, but we could not obtain it—the morning
hours being thus employed in serious business,
there was little relaxation in those of the evening,
for he had every day a large dinner—The principal
persons of the place were all invited in succession,
besides the Officers of the Army & Navy, & al-
though two days in the week were especially set
apart for company, there were so many people to
see, & the suite was so numerous, that it was little
more than a trifling difference in numbers—we
were never fewer than 3 or 4 & twenty & on the
great days 40 or more—once only, (Tuesday June
5th) a day or two after our arrival we were quite a
small party—Charles & Caroline who had arrived
in the morng from Montreal were with us, but
nearly the whole suite dined on board the Hastings
—(He had had a Levee that morng)—The dinners
were at the Chateau till the dining room was ready
in the H. of Assembly, which was not for some
time after we went to live there. These dinners
were very fatigning, they were very long, & in the
hot weather (of which we had a great deal altho’
during this month it was changeable) very op-
pressive. Col. Couper managed the invitations, &
we sometimes thought him quite cruel in not allow-
ing us more rest, but so little were we ever in pri-
vate, that I never once saw him dine out of Uni-
form, from the day we landed till that on which we
reembarked to return home. I found the civilities
to the ladies very toilsome—it was not easy to find
topics of conversation, they were in general shy &
ill at their ease, but it was necessary to be very ex-
act in attention to all, in order to avoid giving
offence—Mary & Caroline Grey, Mrs Ellice & her
Sister did their best to assist me & Caroline was of
great use in sitting by him at dinner as he had
thereby only one strange Lady next to him, to at-
tend to in particular—We found music a recourse
in the Evg, not, that it often happened there was
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any one who seemed to care about it, but it made
something to do, & helped conversation.

The girls & T found this life very irksome at first,
& I fear we complained of it more than we should

‘* have done—habit reconciled us to it in some de-

gree, or at lcast rendered it more easy, & at least we
had always the whole morning to ourselves—we
never made visits or went out anywhere, the only
exceptions which occurred were, a dinner the day
of our landing at Sir J. Colborne’s, & a Ball on
board the Hastings which was given by the Capta,in
& Officers before their return to England—We had
also a party with the same Officers round the
Island of Orleans & to the Falls of Montmorenci, in
a Steamer on board of which we dined, & another

.to the Chaudiere Falls—on the latter occasion busi-
mess prevented his accompanying us, but, not un-

luckily, as it turned out, for we were overtaken by

‘a violent shower of rain, & obliged to go some way

in the rough carrioles (1) of the country, besides
getting wet. The Falls of Montmorenci are very
fine from their great height, but gain little from
the surrounding landscape—they are best seen
from the river on approaching Quebec—the Chau-
diere Falls are more beautiful in point of scenery,
particularly at the beginning of the summer, when

" the melting of the snow has afforded a large supply

of water—late in the season they are nearly dry as
is the case with most of the falls in the country
around Quebec—

Wedy June 13th. We had a Drawing Room in
the Evg which was very fully attended—1I.found it
a formidable business, but many of our party were,
I believe, much amused—the weather was excess-
ively hot.

On Thursday 28th, The Coronation day, we went

(1) Calashes.
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before 11 o’clock to the plains of Abraham, where
there was a Review of the Guards, Salutes from
the Citadel & the Ships, & a Feu de Joie from the
troops on the Ground. He was there gn horse-
back, George was with him, but his poney not be-
ing used to Firing reared at the noise, & he was
taken off—As we returned, it began to rain, &
heavy showers continued to fall almost without in-
termission for the remainder of the Afternoon &
Evening—We had a Ball at the Chateau, & pre-
parations had been madexfor the illuminating the
garden, but the rain rendered them useless—there -
were Rockets from the Citadel, & Fireworks were
attempted on board the Ships, of course with little
effect, altho’ such as they were, we were told they
were much admired—the ball was very crowded,
but it was not thought necessary we should stay it
out, & we returned home soon after one in the
morng. ‘

On this day Were published the Act of Amnesty
with the famous Ordinance relating to the Prison-
ers—measures requiring great courage & decision,
& involving, as it afterwards proved, too fatal a res-
ponsibility, but completely answering the objects
they were intended to effect, in the country.

He wrote on this day a letter of Congratulation
to the Queen, rejoicing that he had been enabled to
grant an Act of Amnesty & Grace in her name,
considering it the best tribute he could offer her on
that memorable day—

The penal measures (& they were merciful) were
done in his own—This wise & generous conduct it
was, which met with so unworthy a return—the
policy which was acquiesced in, & applauded by the
continent of Ameriea, could meet with no support
among his own friends or from his miserable Em-
ployers in the Govt at home—approving, as they
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did, in private, most entirely, of what he had done,
they yet abandoned him without a struggle in the
H. of Lords, to the attacks of a faction consisting
of their own worst enemies, & thus overthrew at
once, every plan in which he was engaged (& hith-
erto with the fairest prospects of success) for the
advantage & improvement of a great country, at the
same time scaling the fate of one, for whom they
professed public & private Friendship '—Lord John
Russell alone among the Ministers, deserves some
exception to this censure, but this is Anticipation,
& does not belong to the present moment, the day
of the Coronation on which the Ordinances were
published at Quebec.

I should have mentioned that on the Anniversary
of Waterloo (June 18th) he gave a dinner to Sir
John Colborne & all the Officers (of whom there
were several at Quebec) who had been present on
that occasion, there was a large party, & after din-
ner he gave their healths with speeches—which
were very gratifying to them. I had also forgot a
visit to the Convent of Ursuline Nuns on Monday
25th. They had arranged a kind of Theatrical re-
ception & Welcome for Him—presented an Ad-
dress, garlands of Flowers &c—it was difficult to
refrain from laughing at some of these ceremonies,
but, it was all done to shew their good will—and
was thought a good deal of among the French
Canadians—we always found the ladies seemed
pleased when we spoke of our visit or shewed the
ornamcntal address.

Sir Charles Paget the Admiral of the Station had
arrived at Quebec June 23d & from that time till he
left the country lived almost constantly with us—
nothing could exceed his kindness both in public &
private, & He always met with the most cordial co-
operation & support from him in every way—He
visited him (with us) on board the Cornwallis his
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Flag Ship on the 26th & afterwards went with him
to see the Malabar & Inconstant—on leaving the
latter to get into the boat, He slipped down the ac-
commodation ladder, & had not the Admiral with
great strength & presence of mind caught him &
broken his fall, the consequences might have been
most serious—his head nearly hit against a strong
Iron stancheon at the foot of the ladder—his hat
was knocked off, but he was not hurt in any way—

Genl Clitherow, the General commanding at
Montreal had visited him early & Sir John Harvey
the Govr of New Brunswick arrived on the 29th &
remained till the day we set out for Montreal.

On Wedy July 4th we embarked on board the
John Bull Steamer about one o’clock—The Admir-
al set off about the same time in the Medea, but did
not reach Montreal so early as we did—the after-
noon was excessively hot & sultry—there was a
great deal of very vivid lightening all the evening,
the effect of which was very beautiful, & we re-
mained on deck watching it till the heavy rain
obliged us to come down stairs—for some hours in
the night the storm continued very violent, & we
found the cabins which it was necessary to keep
closed dreadfully hot & close. The motion of the
Steam boat also was most disagreeable—we reached
Montreal by 6 o’clock Thursday Morng 5th—the
weather was still unsettled, & altho the children &
I crossed with my brother Charles (who had come
out to meet us) to the Island of St Helens we were
overtaken by rain, & again a violent Thunderstorm
in which we had some difficulty in crossing the
stream to return to the Steamer—His landing at
Montreal was deferred till the next day—The even-
ing was fine & we rowed in the Admiral’s barge
after the dinner was over—The next day Friday
6th was beautiful but very hot—we went on shore
at 11 & 14—His reception was most satisfactory—
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more cordial & enthusiastic than at Quebec, which
was particularly gratifying as it was expected that
at Montreal if any where, some feeling of dissatis-
faction might be manifested on account of the mer-
cy which had been extended to the Prisoners in the
Ordinances of June 28th—nothing however of the °
sort appeared, & this city being much more popu-
lous than Quebec the numbers of pcople in the
streets were much larger, & the animmation of the
crowds who were assembled to witness his public
entry much greater. We remained a few days at
Montreal living on board the Steamer, during
which he had constant interviews with the princi-
pal people of the place both singly & in deputations
—He also received addresses in public, held a
Levee & attended a review which took place on the
side of the Mountain above the town—the scenery
being very advantageous & crowds of people cover-
ing the ground the effect was very good—Besides
all this, he gave every day a large dinner to about
50 people on board the Steamer—the only moments
of relaxation He had in the course of the day were
after this was over in the Evg—we then rowed
about the river in the Admirals Barge & once or
twice landed in the Island of St Helens—which is
a delightful spot & seems intended for a gentle-
man’s Park—I believe these had been gardens &
pleasure grounds when belonging to a Seigneur,
but it is now the property of Govt—The weather
was extremely hot & we found it very oppressive
both on shore & on board the Steamer, indeed the
fatigue to Him in particular attending this whole
excursion was excessive.

Fire flies were to be seen every Evg

Tuesday, July 10th. We got up at 4 & 15, & set
off between 6 & 7 in the carriages to La Chine—
The journey up the St Lawrence was to be per-
formed principally on the river by Steamers, but
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occasionally where the navigation was interrupted
by rapids, we had to proceed by land along the
most dreadful roads I had ever encountered. He
must have seen something like them in Russia but
no where else—The saddle horses were taken with
us & the children rode a great deal, he set out with
them from Cascades, but the rain soon drove him
into the carriage—we had our English Chariot, but
were obliged to leave it behind on the second day—
Luckily we had not much more occasion for it—
The carriages of the country were uncouth looking
vehicles, but more calculated for the roads we were
travelling, they swung a great deal, but I did not
think the one I afterwards went in, quite as rough
as I expected On this day our stations were
to Lia Chine by land—to Cascades by the river—to
Coteau du Lac by land at which place he received
an address—& about 10 at night we arrived, after a
long and fatiguing day at Cornwall where we
slept— ’

There was here a Guard of Honour & people
waiting to receive him in form, but heavy rain & a
violent thunderstorm interfered very much with
their arrangements—The accommodations at the
Inn were very miserable, & we had a good deal of
difficulty as George was taken very unwell on ar-
riving—he was very ill for some hours, but got bet-
ter, & was nearly recovered next day.

Our party was a large one, consisting besides our
own people & Charles & Caroline, of the Admiral &
his Suite. We did not get to bed till very late, but
were obliged to get up next morng.

Wedy 11th at 3 in order to be off by daylight at 4
& 16—The Girls rode in spite of much rain, & we
proceeded in the carriage through a country of
rough woody scenery, without any particular beau-
ty, to Dickenson’s landing, where we parted with
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the English carriage, & embarked on board the
Brockville Steamer—we stopped at Prescott & con-
tinued our voyage by the Thousand Islands, arriv-
ing at Kingston about 11 at night—here we found
a pretty good Inn, & were comfortable—the chil-
dren & I had some time to rest, as we remained
till the middle of the next day, but He was.out
early in the morng inspecting the Docks, The
Fort, Situation of the place &c—at 2 o’clock we
embarked in the Cobourg Steamer on Lake Ontario
—Our voyage by the Thousand Islands had been
most prosperous, no appearance of Pirates or ill-
disposed persons, (1) but we heard afterwards that
Bill Johnson the most dreaded of these robbers,
had been very near us—The scenery of the 1000
Ids has in it a great deal of calm beauty, but there
is nothing grand except the size of the river which

) one is scarcely aware of in passing between the
Islands—a more favorable situation however,
could not well be imagined for a nest of pirates, as
it would be nearly impossible to trace them through
the innumerable Islands, all similar in appearance,
& affording endless places of concealment.

(July) About 7 o’clock Friday morng 13th we arrived
at Ft Niagara (or Ft George) a small fort & town
built at the entrance of the river Niagara into the
lake—here Sir John Colborne came on board, &
we continued by the Steamer up the river through
pretty woody scenery till we reached Queenston—
where he landed with Sir John Colborne and pro-
ceeded on horseback, the children accompanying
them in the same way—as 1 watched them from
the Steamer winding up the steep hill, the effect
was very pictpresque & pretty—Soon afterwards I
followed in an open carriage with Caroline & Alice
—the day was lovely & when we reached the top

(1) The writer of the Journal here refers to American filibusters and
Canadian rebels.
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of the hill & Brock’s Monument, the views of the
surrounding country to a great distance were very
beautiful—(He used to say afterwards at Rich-
mond, that the view from the Star & Garter, put
him in mind of this, in small.) The road con-
tinues through a pretty wooded country.to Niagara.
Falls where we arrived about one o’clock at the
Clifton Hotel— i

On approaching the Falls by this road, no dis-
tant sight of them is caught, but on turning an
eminence, they burst into view immediately éppo-
site, in all their glory & magnificence, the most
stupendous, sublime & beautiful spectacle in Crea-
tion—I cannot conceive that any other sight in the
World can come near this, or that human imagina-
tion can form the faintest idea without beholding
it of what it is in reality—the eruption of a Vol-
cano, I have since thought, might convey impres-
sions nearly as striking—possibly this might be the
fact in point of terror & magnificence, but in
Beauty the Falls of Niagara must be unrivalled—
There seems to me to be a calmness in their sfib-
limity, & at the same moment an overwhelming
idea of Power that I can feel, but which I cannot
attempt to describe—He said (in a letter) that no
one but Milton could describe such a scene, & such
1s the truth—We were lost in admiration wonder
& delight—we had been told that we should be dis-
appointed at first, & that it would require a little
time to understand all the beauties of the scene,
but such I did not find to be the case, altho’ it is
true that every hour one remained, one’s admira-
tion seemed to encrease & the changes of every in-
stant in light & colour & varied effect, offered an
endless succession of enchantment—TI felt that one
could look or think on nothing else—I had not
been prepared for such sensations of delight &
could not have imagined that any outward impres-
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sion of Nature had the power of producing such an
effect—but it was positive happiness—in an instant
the face of everything was changed—(in my feel-
ings at least) gloom and doubt seemed to disap-
pear, difficulties vanished, & I could now admit
pleasing hopes & anticipations, in which till this
moment 1 had never been able to indulge, & which,
Alas! were not destined to be realized—

On reaching the Hotel T found Him already
arrived & waiting for us. He had been received
with military honours, & a Salite which he de-
schibed as fine within sight of the Falls, but this
was over when I came & I can scarcely fancy that
in such a scene one should have attention to spare
for such circumstances, altho’ in this case, per-
sonal considerations, rendered them to us remark-
able.

Almost immediately after our arrival we set out
walking to the Table Rock—here I thought I could
conceive the Deluge, & this impression returned
upon me various times at different points of view—
The Table Rock is said to be the spot from whence
the view is finest, & perhaps on the whole it may
be so, altho’ there is a point on the American Side,
which to me, seemed even more stupendous—but
it 1s scarcely possible to decide on a preference.
the day was beautiful & the various & changing
effects of light & sunshine more lovely than it is
possible to conceive—From the Table Rock, we
went to the Hotel above the Falls, from whence
there is some view of the Rapids which are also
extremely fine, & would be thought more of, if all
admiration was not so soon lost in that inspired
by the Falls—which are here seen from above—
they are magnificent in any point of view, but I
prefer to this the situation of the Clifton Hotel,
where we were lodged, & which is placed just oppo-
site to the American Fall, so close that the vibra-
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tion is sensibly felt, & appears something like the
motion of a Steam-boat—it is also much exposed to
the spray & foam, when the wind sets toward it,
but the view of the Fall opposite & of the whole
Amphitheatre formed by the Horse-Shoe Falls 1is
perfectly beautiful—it was with difficulty I could
leave the Verandah or the window for an instant—

We had a very large party to dinner on this
day—Sir John Colborne & Sir G. Arthur who had
also come to meet Him, being both present with
their suites—

Next day Saty 14th He & most of the party. went
to Fort Erie—it was a long & toilsome expedition
over rough roads in bad carriages on a very hot
sultry day, & they did not return till past 7—when
we had a party of 44 to dinner—I did not accom-
pany them, but from all I heard, the fatigue must
have been great—much too great for Him occupied
as he was, by business of the most exciting nature,
without time even for natural rest—He was always
up early if possible,—one morning as early as 4
o’clock writing letters & despatches for England.

Sunday 15th. We dined at 4 without many
strangers, & being very desirou